Sixty—two-year—old Ron Lyons has spent his entire life
in Edmonton, Canada. The capital of the Province of
Alberta, Edmonton has just over a million people.

“I was the middle child of seven kids, six boys and one
girl,” Lyons says. “I grew up in North Edmonton in one of
the typical neighbourhoods that sprouted up after the second
world war. My father had just finished his training as a
Spitfire pilot in Calgary. He arrived in England for duty two
weeks before the war ended. He joked he was there for the
party but missed the war.”

After high school, Lyons enrolled at the University of
Alberta with the idea of becoming a physical education
teacher. That summer, however, he started a landscaping
company that was so successful, the college career was put on
hold. He spent the winter in Mexico with friends.

“For the next seven years I worked hard landscaping in
the summer months and then escaped to someplace warm in
the winter months,” he says. Along the way Lyons studied
Landscape Design and Architecture at the Northern Alberta
Institute of Technology and married his sweetheart, Christine.

The couple’s first child, Amanda, was born in 1980. “Two
years later we added a son, Shaun,” he says. The two have
been married 38 years and have four grandchildren, all boys.

Parenthood prompted Lyons to look for more serious,
year-round work. With a friend, he completed coursework in
auctioneering at the Missouri Auction School in Kansas City.
Back in Edmonton the two rented an 8,000-square-foot foot
warehouse, scoured far and wide for suitable antiques, and
began holding regular auction sales.

“It was a great business to be in during tough times as our
economy was sour and lots of businesses were going broke,”
he recalls. Though successful in the auctioneering field, Lyons
eventually tired of the unrelenting pace and turned to real
estate, studying for and acquiring a license.

Rather than simply list properties, Lyons preferred to work
with motivated buyers and find them a good deal. “I wasn’t
afraid to snap up a good deal for myself if the opportunity
arose,” he adds, and, as it happened, in the late 1980s Alberta
Province was awash in good deals.

“Local governments bailed out more than 4,000 properties
from failing banks and credit unions,” he says. “I formed
a good relationship with a number of the government
employees whose job it was to dispose of them.”

Lyons purchased a variety of properties, including a small
airport, and set up golf driving ranges on two of them.

One day a customer brought in a wooden shafted golf club
and asked him about it. His curiosity aroused, Lyons found a
copy of Mort Olman’s Encyclopedia of Golf Collectibles and
the former auctioneer felt an immediate attraction.

In April 1991, one of Lyon’s government contacts alerted
him to a foreclosed property that had been a gravel operation.
There were 160 acres, three sizable ponds, and frontage
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Creating
a legend

A P
RON LYONS at the helm of a 1962 club car, one of 84 in his Edmonton,
Alberta, museum of restored pre-1969 golf cars. The museum is open to
the public one evening of the Canadian Hickory Open Championship in
August, to which all are welcome.

along the North Saskatchewan River. Lyons checked with his
real estate partner, Eddie Chan, and the two purchased the
property with the intent to build a golf course and sell it.

He spent the next months clearing governmental and
environmental hurdles while examining the land. “T looked
at the design and construction of the golf course like a giant
landscaping job,” he says. “Eddie and I couldn’t afford to
make any mistakes. [ read as much as I could to help with
the routing and basic fundamentals and picked a lot of brains
along the way.” (See a sidebar on the course on page 7.)

The first nine and clubhouse opened in 1994, followed by a
second nine in 1995, and a third in 2004, after the purchase of
an additional 220 acres.

Lyons chose the name “Legends” and decided to decorate
the clubhouse with old golf collectibles. Learning of a “giant
group of golf collectors” in the U.S., he traveled to an annual
trade show and was “elated with what I found.”

Originally focussing on patent clubs, his interests turned to
tees, then books, and finally golf cars. He thought of finding a
half a dozen of these and lining them up along the first tee of
the Champions nine on the Legends.

“Talk about opening up a can of worms,” he says. “I have
around 15 favourite golf cars in the collection of 84. The first
patent was awarded in 1949 and all the cars in the collection
were manufactured before 1969 — that’s where I drew the line.”

“Joe Black, [former PGA Commissioner| gave me one
of the nicest compliments when he said that he thought I
was rescuing a piece of golf history,” Lyons says. “I also
appreciate what some of our members have accomplished
with the books they’ve written — Jeff Ellis’ book for patent
clubs, all the books Pete Georgiady has done, the Olmans...
the list is a long one. I’m hoping my golf car book will add to
their accomplishments in promoting the history of golf.”
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An original Model 7 Par Pon
made a trailer thatyous
your car but the fittle

A 1950s Cushman, nicknamed “The
Snarknose, was found in Wisconsin.
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